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General Santa Anna fled from the battlefield of San Jacinto 
disguised himself at an abandoned house, and attempted to 
make his escape out of the country. On April 22, he was dis- 
covered by a Texan scouting party among Sham were the 
Masons James A. Sylvester and Joel W. Robison. Sylvester was 
the first to reach the fugitive and took him prisoner without sus- 
pecting his identity. There is a tradition that Santa Anna gave 
r: a a of a Mason at that time. At least one of the 
as = pan he oe to kill the prisoner but Sylvester would 
Sey o do so. After the prisoner was identified as 

anta Anna at the Texan camp, he was carried before 
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rmined by comparing a list of Masons with the list of partici- 


pants as given in Bro 
eral more recent panty History of Texas, II, 830-38, checked against sev- 
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Houston. Houston was sleeping at the ți 
wound he had received in the battle, bias Pai pei the 
with a hand clasp, reputed to have been th waked him 


at of a M 86 
ander Horton wrote that he saw men gather ason.** Alex. 


from every quarter demanding the priso i 
seemed determined to take at all cas ties sis aie 
to throw a guard around him. It looked as though there welai 
mutiny in camp, but General Houston went out amongst his 
men. . . . He reasoned with them saying that the na justl 
deserved death, but it would be greatly to their credit to site 
his life; that when dead he would be no more than any adie 
dead dog.” 


Mirabeau B. Lamar, probably as conscious of his Masonic ob- 
ligations as Houston or any other Mason of influence in Texas 
at that time, denounced Santa Anna as the “Nero of his day” and 
the “foe of all virtue.”** Santa Anna, fearing for his life, gave the 
Masonic distress signal to John A. Wharton.’ The prisoner was 
afterwards removed to the home of Doctor James A. E. Phelps 
near Columbia. Still fearing death at the hands of enraged Tex- 
ans, he appealed to Phelps as a Mason to protect him and his 
secretary, Juan N. Almonte, also a Mason.” There is no record 
that only Masons were detailed to guard the prisoners but the 
following Masons were given the duty: Richard Bache, A. E. C. 
Johnson, Orlando C. Phelps, Virgil H. Phelps, and William H. 
Patton,” 


sD, H. Carter, a Mason for fifty years, stated in an interview on 
February 24, 1951, that Texas Masons contemporary with San Jacinto 
stated emphatically that Santa Anna “filled the air” with Masonic signs 
after his capture and had given a Masonic grip to Houston. 

êt Alexander Horton, Memoirs (Typed Copy in Stephen F. Austin 
State Teachers College Library). 

7 See Santa Anna, 142-148. ; 

: R. Wharton, El Presidente, 25. z : 

” Charles F, Neill, “History of Harmony Lodge No. 6,” Texas Free 
mason, VIII, 2. ; i 

’ Determined by comparing a list of Masons with a list of Santa Anna s 
guards compiled from the general bibliography. 
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There is a report that friends of Santa Anna sent him some 
poisoned wine from New Orleans with which to kill his guards 
and then make his escape. Almonte revealed the plan to Doctor 
Phelps and implored him to save the Masons who were ie 
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uard duty. ar 
i President Andrew Jackson, already identified as a Mason, 


wrote the following to Houston regarding Santa Anna: 


His person is still of much consequence to you. He is the pride 
of the Mexican soldiers, and the favorite of the priesthood. While 
he is in your power, the difficulties of your enemy, in raising an- 
other army, will continue to be great. The soldiers of Mexico 
will not willingly march into Texas, when they know that their 
advance may cost their favorite general his life. Let not his 
blood be shed, unless imperious necessity demands it as a retalia- 
tion for further Mexican massacres. Both wisdom and humanity 
enjoin this course in relation to Santa Anna.°* 


It may be that Masons saved the life of Santa Anna but if so, 
they did not act because he made claim to their mercy as Masons. 
All of the Masons to whom he appealed knew that Santa Anna 
had disowned Masonry; further, his many offenses against Texas 
and Mexican Masons had placed him outside the protection 
of any Masonic obligation. Santa Anna was saved because the 
Texan leaders considered him worth more to Texas alive than 
dead. 

The Texan Navy was never a formidable force in the Revolu- 
tion but, since Mexico was almost destitute in this department, 
the four small vessels, Invincible, Independence, Brutus, and 
Liberty, were able to control the coastal waters of Texas. Known 
Masons who served in the Texas Navy included: 

James D. Boylin William C. Brashear 

William T. Brannum Richard Cochran 


92 n “ 
a pan, History of Harmony Lodge No. 6,” Texas Freemason 


*8 Yoakum, History of Texas, II, 195, 
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